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Mahakagyapa:

The First Patriarch



Kalpas ago, a goldsmith and a
poor woman repaired a golden
statue with a single bead.
This pure intention forged
a karmic bond echoing
across lifetimes.



Reborn in Magadha as
Mahakasyapa

Seeking the homeless life, he
heard the Buddha say, “Welcome
monk,” and shaved his head.




The World-Honoured One entrusted
him with the esoteric essence.
“I transmit to you the
pure eye of the Dharma...
Do not let it perish”




Gazing at a transcendent light,
Mahakasyapa saw the Buddha
entering nirvana. Arriving at
the Sala trees, the ascetic shed
tears of profound affection.



Amidst the grief,
Mahakasyapa established
the true priority:

“The diamond $arira relics
are not our concern. It is
fitting that we collect the
Dharma-eye and not allow
the teaching to decline.”
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